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SYLLABUS 
 

 

MODULE I: ‘THE MODEL STATE’- AN HISTORICAL OUTLOOK OF THE 

COLONIAL TRAVANCORE (1858-1920) 

 

- The making of a ‘model state’: Establishment of Political, Economical and 

Administrative Systems in Travancore  

- Prevalent social structure of Travancore with special focus on the caste and religious 

distinctions.  

-  Missionary activities and its corresponding challenges to the existent social milieu of 

Travancore. 

    
 

MODULE II: COLONIAL MODERNITY AND THE IDENTIFICATION OF A 

NASCENT PUBLIC SPHERE 

 

- An introduction to the theoretical and conceptual ideas of Public sphere of west; and its 

adaptation to third world spaces like India.   

-  Analyzing the nature and extent of the nascent public sphere of Kerala.   

- A critical review of the existent historiography regarding the public sphere of Kerala.  

 

 

 

MODULE III: MARKETS OF TRAVANCORE- THE POPULAR PUBLIC SPHERE  

 

- A historical outlook of the formation of markets in Travancore. 

- Markets as ‘modern secular’ spaces: a critical analysis of power, nature and relationships 

within the market spaces.  

- An introduction and identification of popular public sphere within the market spaces.   

 
 

MODULE IV: RELIGIOUS CONTESTATIONS WITHIN THE MARKET SPACES OF 

TRAVANCORE 

 

- Missionary activities and corresponding responses in the market spaces. 

- An historical inquiry to the implications of the religious polemics within the market 

spaces. 

- How market as a space have engaged with these religious contestations and negotiations.      

 

 



3 | P a g e  
 

READING LIST 

Aloysius, G. Interpreting Kerala’s Social development, Critical Quest, Delhi, 2005. 

 

Arunima, G., ‘Imagining Communities- differently: Print, language and the ‘public sphere’ in 

colonial Kerala’, The Indian Economic and Social History Review, Vol.43, No.1, Sage 

Publications, Delhi, 2006  

___. ‘Writing Culture: Of Modernity and the Malayalam Novel’ in Studies in History, Vol. 

XIII,No.2, Sage Publications, 1997. 

 

Balachandran, Aparna. ‘Catholics in Protest: Lower-Caste Christianity in Early Colonial Madras’ 

in Studies in History, vol.16,no.2,Sage Publications, Delhi, 2000. 

 

Bayly, Christopher. Rulers, Townsmen and Bazars, CUP, 1983 

 

Bose, Satheese Chandra & Varughese, Shiju Sam edt. Kerala Modernity: Ideas, Spaces and 

Practices in Transition, Orient Blackswan, Hyderabad, 2005. 

 

Carr, E. H. What is History, Harmondsworth, 1977. 

 

Chaitanya, Krishna. India-The Land and People: Kerala, NBT, Delhi,1972. 

 

Chandra, Bipan et.al. India since Independence 1947-2000, Penguin Books, Delhi, 2000. 

 

Chandramohan, P. ‘Education and Social Consciousness in the making of Modern Kerala’ in 

Suresh Jnaneswaran edt. Historiography: Structure and Pratice: A Festschrift in honor of 

Dr.T.K.Ravindran ,Thiruvanathapuram, 2010. 

 

Cherian, P.J.ed., Perspectives on Kerala History, Vol.II, Kerala Gazatteer, Trivandrum, 1999. 

Collingwood, R. G. The Idea of History, Oxford, 1977.  

 

Collins, Khadakavadham( The Slayer slain), 1993. 

Day, Francis. The Land of Perumals or Cochin; Its Past and Its Present, Asian Educational 

Services, New Delhi, 1990. 

 

Frykenberg, Robert Eric. Christianity in India: From beginnings to the present, Oxford 

University Press, New York, 2010. 

 

Ganesh, K.N. Keralathinte Innalekal, Cultural Publications, Trivandrum, 1997. 

 

Gangadharan, M. Vanijyakeralam, DC Books, Kottayam,2013. 

 

Gupta, Ashin Das. Malabar in Asian trade 1740-1800, Cambridge University Press, London, 

1967. 



4 | P a g e  
 

 

Gurukkal, Rajan. & Varier, Raghava. Kerala Charithram, Vol.I, Sukapuram, 1991. 

 

Habermas, Jürgen. The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere, The MIT Press, 1962. 

 

Jenkins, Keith. Rethinking History, Routledge Classics, London & New York, 2003. 

 

Kumar, N Santhosh ‘Keraleeya Navothanathittae Bhoomika: Pathonpatham nootandilae 

Malayala Novelukal ennu Vayikumpol’ (Malayalam) in Novel Pazhama Series, Chintha 

Publications, Thiruvanathapuram, 2013.  

 

Kumar, Uday. ‘Self, body and inner sense: Some reflections on Sree Narayana Guru and 

Kumaran Asan’ in Studies in History, Vol. XIII,No.2, Sage Publications, 1997 

 

Malekandathil, Pius. Maritime India: Trade, Religion and Polity in the Indian Ocean, Primus 

Books, Delhi, 2010.  

 

___ ‘St.Thomas Christians and the Indian Ocean: 52 AD –1500’ in St.Ephrem’s Theological 

Journal, vol.5, no.2, October, 2001. 

 

Matter, Samuel. Native Life in Travancore, W.H.Allen & Co., London, 1883. 

 

Menon, Sreedhara. A Survey of Kerala History, D.C.Books, Kottayam, 2014. 

 

Menon, Dilip M. ‘Caste and Colonial Modernity: Reading Saraswativijayam’ in Studies in 

History, Vol. XIII,No.2, Sage Publications, 1997 . 

 

___‘Writing history in colonial times: polemic and the recovery of self in late nineteenth-century 

south India’, History and Theory, Vol. 54, 2015.  

 

Mink, Louis O.  Historical Understanding, Cornell University Press, Ithaca and London, 1987. 

Mitchell, Timothy edt. Questions of Modernity, University of Minnesota Press, London, 2000.  

 

Narayanan, M. G. S. Cultural Symbiosis in Kerala, Kerala Historical Society, 1972. 

 

Pandian, M. S. S., ‘Nation Impossible’, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 44, No. 10, 2009. 

 

---‘One Step Outside Modernity: Caste, Identity Politics and Public Sphere’, EPW, Vol.37, 2002 

 

Pillai, Erumeli Parameshwaran Malayala Sahityam Kalakhatangaliludae (Malayalam), Current 

Books, 2015.  

 

Rajashekharan, P.K. ‘Novelum Cherukathayum’(Novel and Short Story) in Padmana 

Ramachandran Nair edt. Samoorna Malayala Sahitya Charitram (Malayalam), Current Books, 

2014. 

 



5 | P a g e  
 

Srinivas, M.N. edt. Caste: Its Twentieth Century Avathar, Penguin Books, Delhi, 1996. 

 

Subramaniam, Sanjay. edt. Merchants, Markets and State in Early Modern India, Oxford 

University Press, Delhi, 1990. 

Swamikal, Chattampi, Christhumadhachetanam (A refutation of Christianity), 1890. 

 

Thangal, Sayyid Sanaulla Makti . Kadora Kodaram, 1884. 
 

Varier, Raghava. Madhyakalakeralam: Swaroopaneethiyude Charithrapatangal, National Book 

Stall, Trivandrum, 2014. 

 

Visvanathan, Susan. ‘The Homogeneity of Fundamentalism: Christianity, British Colonialism 

and India in the Nineteenth Century’ in Studies in History, vol.16,no.2,Sage Publications, Delhi, 

2000. 

 

Wallerstein, Immanuel. ‘Eurocentrism and its Avatars: The Dilemmas of Social Science’, 

Sociological Bulletin, Vol. 46, No. 1, 1997.  

 

White, Hayden. Tropics of Discourse: Essays in Cultural Criticism, Johns Hopkins University 

Press, 1978. 

--- Tropics of Discourse, John Hopkins University Press, Baltimore, 1978 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


