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SYLLABUS

MODULE [: ‘THE MODEL STATE’- AN HISTORICAL OUTLOOK OF THE
COLONIAL TRAVANCORE (1858-1920)

- The making of a ‘model state’: Establishment of Political, Economical and
Administrative Systems in Travancore

- Prevalent social structure of Travancore with special focus on the caste and religious
distinctions.

- Missionary activities and its corresponding challenges to the existent social milieu of
Travancore.

MODULE [I: COLONIAL MODERNITY AND THE IDENTIFICATION OF A
NASCENT PUBLIC SPHERE

- An introduction to the theoretical and conceptual ideas of Public sphere of west; and its
adaptation to third world spaces like India.

- Analyzing the nature and extent of the nascent public sphere of Kerala.
- Acritical review of the existent historiography regarding the public sphere of Kerala.

MODULE I1I: MARKETS OF TRAVANCORE- THE POPULAR PUBLIC SPHERE

- A historical outlook of the formation of markets in Travancore.

- Markets as ‘modern secular’ spaces: a critical analysis of power, nature and relationships
within the market spaces.
- Anintroduction and identification of popular public sphere within the market spaces.

MODULE IV: RELIGIOUS CONTESTATIONS WITHIN THE MARKET SPACES OF
TRAVANCORE

- Missionary activities and corresponding responses in the market spaces.

- An historical inquiry to the implications of the religious polemics within the market
spaces.

- How market as a space have engaged with these religious contestations and negotiations.
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