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Optional (Dissertation) Paper

Gold in the Everyday Life of Malabar:
A Historical Enquiry

Gold in the Human World: What is gold? — gold mining in history- Lure of gold in
human society- production and chemistry of the metal- relevance of gold in material
culture- Different usages of gold as a metal

Significance of Gold in Indian Life: Use of gold in ancient society- mining sites of gold
in earlier and later periods- evolution of currency and exchange system in ancient
India- gold in religious rituals and ceremonies- women and gold- manufacture and
technology of the production of gold ornaments

Gold in the Kerala Society: Gold in Kerala society -arrival of ponnu from the western
world- trade and modes of exchange- temple culture and the role of gold- coins and
medium of exchange- the Chera period- transformation of the gold from coin to
ornaments- gold in Malayalam language and literature- gold in the caste system-

Gold in the Life of Malabar: Gold mining in Malabar- ancient and medieval
evidences— changes in the colonial period- ponnarippu workers and traditional
goldsmiths- reflection of gold in Malayali culture- gold in crafts and daily life — effects
on customs and ceremonies- formulation of jewelry system- role of advertisements-
gold in consumption culture and the beauty concept of women
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